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THE 



Carriage 

OF 



I BELFAGOR 

■ B Y 

^Nicholas £\daccbiavel, Secre- 
*1 tary of State to Cofmo de 
W Me dick, Duke of Jufcany. 

WE read in the ancient Records of the 
Florentine affaks,as we have it from 
the account of a very holy man, 
whofe life was extremely celebrated 
by the people of that age,howon a time, being ab- 
ftrafted in prayer, he faw an infinite number of 
fouls of thofe miferable mortals who dye under 
god's displeafure and go to hell, all, or moft of them 
'imenting that they were brought to that wretched 
bite merely by having been married. 
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^ Whereat Mnos,Rbadamanthus,znd the reft of the 
infernal Judges marvell'd greatly,and not hein* able 
to believe thofe calumnies upon the fcmal fex to 
oetrue, and complaints increafing ever day, anc 
efficient Affidavits being laid before Pluto, it wa< 
refolv'd this cafe (hould be maturely examin'd, ir 
the prefence of all the infernal Princes, that the 
proper refolutions might be taken thereupon, ir 
order to difcover the fallacy, and know the exa6 
truth of the faft. 

The Council being then atlembled, Pluto thus 
fpake, Tho' 1 my dearly beloved, by divine appoint- 
ment^ fatal lot irrevocable,poflefs thiskingdom. 
and therefore cannot be bound by any judgment 
heavenly or earthly, notwithftandingit being moft: 
prudent, for them who have moft power, to fubmit 
themfelves to the Law, and lay a greater ftrefs upon 
other peoples judgment than upon their own, I 
am determin'd to take your advice and be governed 
as in a cafe from whence fome difrepute might re- 1 
dound to our Empire : for all the fouls of men that 
come into our dominions, agreeing with one voice, 
that their wives are the canfe of their deftru&ion, 
acid tbis feeming to us impolTible, we are afraid, by 
giving judgment upon this information, we may be 
cenfured as too cruel } and by not judging, as not 
fevere enough, and as no Lovers of jultice. And 
becaufe one is the fault of men guilty of too 
much levity, the other of thofe that are unjuft, 
;ind being defirous to obviate both thofe charges, 
and being in mv felf doubtful, I have call'd you 
together, to advife and afllft me, jthat by your 
coimcels this kingdom, as it has liv'd hitherto 
without reproach, may do fo for the time to 
come. 

The, 
I 



The Cafe appear'd to be of the utmoft impar- 
lance to all thofe Princes, and worthy their moll 
ferions confideration, all agreeing in the neceflity 
of difcovering the truth, but differing in the means 
of doing it, forfome were of opinion to fend one, 
and fome more, into the world, in the foape of 
man, to know perfonally, whether this were true, 
6r no. To a great many others this feem'd very 
eafy to be done, without any manner of trouble, 
only by racking the fouls of feveral people by vari- 
ous torments to reveal the truth. But the majori- 
ty advifeing that fome body (hould be fent, they 
inclin'd all to this opinion. And finding none that 
would voluntarily undertake the enterprise, they 
tfefolved that chance (hould decide it, and the lot 
jfell upon Stlfagor a principal devil,but formerly be- 
fore he fell from heaven, an Archangel; whotho* 
he took this employment upon him very much 
ggainft his will, neverthe lefs being conftrain'd by 
Pluto's commandment, made himfelf ready to 
execute what the Council had determine, obliging 
himfelf to thofe compafts that had been fo folemnly 
agreed upon among them, which were, that who 
ever was fent upon this commiflion fliould have an 
appointment of an hundred thoufand ducats 
with which fumm he fliould come into the world' 
ind in the fhape ©f a man take a wife, and live with 
her ten years ; and then feigning to dye, return 
ind from him own experience, make an authentick 
lepofition before his fuperiors of the inconveni- 
•ncies and conveniences of matrimony. It was 
ilfo decreed, that during that fpace he fliould be 
hbjeft to all the uneafinefTes,and all the evils that 
lien are lyable to, as poverty, prifon, ficknefs' and 
nd eT ery other misfortune, except he could ex- 
ricate himfelf by iome cunning, or flight of his 
'wn invention. jj leQ 
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Then J?*//*£*r,having accepted of the conditions • 
and the money ,came into the world,and havingtak- 
cn an Equipage of horfes and gentlemen out of his . 
own Clan, he made a moft fplendid Entry into Flo- 
rence, which City hr chofe, preferably to all others, 
for his refidence, as appearing to him the fitteft to 
bear with thofe who employ their money in the 
art of ufury: and calling himlelf Poderigo dcCafii- 
Ha, hehir'd ahoufeinthe ftrcet ot All-faints : and 
that people might not trace out who he was, he 
gave out that he left Spain fome time ago, 
and went into Jfia and got the bed part of his 
Eftate in Aleppo, whence he departed to come into 
Itsly, to take a wife in a place more civiliz'd, and 
therefore more to his mind. Now Roderigo was a 
very handforn man, and feem'd to be about thirty 
years of age, and having in a fhort time made 
oftentation of hisvaft wealth, and (hewing him- 
felf very courteous, and very generous, feveral of 
the old nobility, who had ftore of daughters and 
little moneyjoffer'd him a wife outof them ; he foon , 
rnade choice of a very pretty youg Lady call'd Ho- 
wfta> daughter to dmerigo Donati> who had three 
fons grown men, and the other three girls alfo 
were almofi ready for husbands. And tho' he was 
of a very ancient family, and in very good repute 
in Florence, nevertheless coniidering his numerous 
charge, and his quality, very poor ; Roderigo made 
a moll magnificent and fplendid wedding, omitting 
pone of thole tilings that are ufually defir'd upon 
thofe occalions, for by the Law impos'd upon him 
at coming out of hell he was to be fubjed to all 
human paflions. He prefently began to take 
pleafurc in the honors and pomp of the world, and 
of beingcommended among, men, which put him 
to no [mall expencc. Belides he had not lir'd long 

with 
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with his Monna Honefta, but he grew byond all 
meafure fon 1 of her, and could not live when he 
fpw her melancholy, or never fo little out of 
humor. 

Monna Honefta brought with her into Roderigo's 
ihoufe, together with her quality and beauty, fo 
much pride, that Lucifer had not nearfo 

nnuch^ndRoderigo who had try'dboth,reckon'd that 
of his wife, fuperior. But it increased prodigioufly 
fo foon as lhe found he doated upon her, and think- 
ing (he might domineer over him on every fide, 
(lie laid commands upon commands on him with- 
out any mercy or refpeft, and made no fcruple to 
fnarl at him in opprobrious, and indecent language 
whep ever he prefum'd to deny her any thing, 
which muft have been an incredible vexation to 
poor Roderigo. Yet notwithftanding, a regard to 
the father in Law, the brothers, the kindred the 
matrimonial obligation, and above all the great 
love he bore her, made him have patience. 1 
will pafs over the vaft expence he was at, to con- 
tent her with new fafhions, and pleafe her with 
new trinkets, which our City continually varies by 
a natural kind of cuftom,and becaufc he would fain 
live at peace with her, he was fore'd to help his 
father in law to mary off the reft of his daughters, 
which coft him a very large fumm of money. After 
this, ftill willing to be quiet, he could do no lefs 
than fend one of her brothers to the Levant with 
cloath, and another to the Weft-Indies with fluffs, 
•and enable the third to fet up a gold-beaters fliop 
in Florence: in which matters he expended the 
greateft part of his fortune. Befide all this, in 
jhe time of the Carnaval and at St. yo/j«'s-tide> 
r \vhenaJlthe Town, by ancient cuftom is making 
linerry, nnd that ftvera! nobles and rich Citizens 
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do themfelves honour by fplcndid masks and enter- 
tainments Myina Honefta, being inferior to no 
other Ladies, would have her Roderigo out do 
them all upon thefe feftival occafions. All tthich' 
matters for thereafonsaforefaid were bore patient- 
ly by him, and tho* exceffive, yet he would not 
have thought it grevous, had it procur'd him 
peace at home, and if he could have waited quiet-' 
ly, for the time of his ruin ; but the contrary was' 
his fate, for together with thofe infup portable' 
expeuces, the infolence of her nature brought 
him a thoufand vexations, and both maid, and 
men fervants were fo far from bearing it long,'] 
that they could fcarcely endure it a few daysJ 
whence proceeded a mod horrid uneafinefs to| 
Roderigo, for he could not keep a fervant that was'! 
in h ; 6 intereft,and to fay nothing of the reft, thofe j 
very devils, whom he had brought with him in I 
the (hape of domefticks, chofe rather to return 
to hell, and abide in the fire, than live in the 
world under her dominion. 

Roderigo then being in this tumultuous and un- 
quiet way of life, and having by thofe exorbitant! 
expences^onfum'd the remainder of his goods and] 
furniture, he began to have nothing to live upon,' 
but the hope of fome Returns he expefted from the 
Levant and Weft-Indies % and having ftill good cre-| 
dit, he took up money upon his bills, to keep up his 
port, and when they circulated back, he was foon 
taken notice of by thofe who are vers'd in that kind 
of traffick : and while his cafe was yet tender, of 
a fudden there came news both from the Levant 
and the Weft-Indies, that one of Monna Honeftas% 
brothers, had plaid away all Roderigo's cargo ; the 
other, returning back upon a fliip fraighted 'with! 
merchandize for his account, was loft, Veflel and* 

all 
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ill, without any benefit by Infurance, or otherwife! 

Thisbufinefswasno fooner divulg'd than Rod** 
rigo's Creditors laid their heads together, and jud- 
ging him a bankrupt, tho' they could not be fure o£ 
t, the day of Payment not being yet come, they 
concluded however they fiiould do well to watch 
$iim fo artfully, that he might not give them the 
flip before the time limited. Roderigo on the o- 
thcr hand, feeing no remedy in the cafe, and know- 
ing how ftriftly the infernal law bound him up, 
nedefign'dby all means to fly for it, and mounting 
in horfeback one morning he went out at the gate 
£alPd delPrato, happening to live near it, and he 
Ivas no fooner feen going off, but the cry was rais'd 
among his creditors, who had recourfe to the ma- 
lillrate, not only by the way of meffengers, but in a 
lopular way alfo they fent feveral hurrying af^er 
Jiim. Roderigo, when the cry was rais'd behind 
fcim, was not got a mile from the city, fo that 
tnding himfelf diftreft, he refolv'd to quit the high 
toad, and get over the fields to feek his fortune: 
but being hinder'd by the abundance of ditches 
that crols the country everywhere thereabouts, he 
wasfore'd to leave hishorfe in the road, and fly on 
foot, from clofe, to clofe under the covert of the 
vines, the ofiers, and cane-grounds, till he came a 
little above Peretola y to the houfe of Jabn Matte* 
del Brief a, a tenant of John del Bene% and found 
him by chance at home foddering his oxen,and beg'd, 
he would fave him,promiling him that if hedelivcr'd 
him from the hands of his enemies, who purfu'd him, 
only to throw himinto priibn, that he might periflt 
there, he would engage to make him a rich man ; 
md before he left him, he would give him fuch a 
tafte of hisability to perform his promife, that he 
(kould believe him, and in cafe he did not, h f 
li would 
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would give him leave to deliver him up to his end 
cues, 

John Matte* tho' a country man, wasa fellow of ; 
fcirit, and thinking he could lofe nothing by ftp 
vinghim, affur'dhirn he would, and putting hinfj 
into a dunghil he had in his yard, he covcr'd hid 
over in haft with dirty ftraw,and bru!h-wood tha(| 
\tl at hand* Roderigo was but juft hid when Ml 
purfuers arriv'd, and whatever threat'nings thej 
made ufe of, they cou'd never get out of John Mat\ 
teo that he had feen fuch a pcrfon : fo that thej 
went on forward, and having in vain fearcht everji 
where for him that day and the next, they retura'dj 
to Florence quite tir'd with the purfuit. John Mfr 
teo then, the noife being over, drew him out fraij 
bis covert, and requir'd the performance of his| 
word, to whom Roderigo hid ; brother I am infr 
likely oblig'd to thee, and will fatisfy thee by all 
fijeajis, and that thou mayft believe I am able to <Ja 
it, I will tell thee who lam, and here he told him 
hisftory, with an account of the law imposed upeft 
him at ins coming out of hell, and of the wife hit 
had taken; and farther told himin what manner hi 
defign'dto inrichhim, which in Ihort was this. 

That as foon as he fliould hear any woman- 
was poflfefs'd with a devil, he Ihould believe, he 
derigoj was in her, and that he would never conw 
forth till he came to exorcife him, whereby be 
would havean opportunity to be paid hisown price 
by the relations oi the poffefs'd: And having bothi 
agreed upon tl is conclufion, he vanilht. Many 
days were not pjift before it was fpread all about fhA 
rencfa i ow a daughter of MelTer Ambrogio AmM 
who had married Buo?iaiuto Tebalducci> was potfeft 
with a devil. The parents you may be fure did 
nut fail to baVerecourfe iq the; remedies ufual up* 
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the like accidents; clapping the head of Stl 
laxobius upon hers, and wrapping her in St. John 
(fralberto's cloak; all which experiments Roderigo 
Jgught at. And to fatisfy every body that the young 
maidens diftcmber was a fpirit, and no fantaftical 
imagination, it fpoke latin, held philofophical dif- 
Mtes, and difcover'd the finsof divers; and among 
tJie reit, thole ofa Fryar, who had kept a git) in the 
fabitof a young fryar-novice, above four years in 
Jjis cell, which things madeat] people admire. All 
fljis while Mtjfer Ambrogh liv'd very much difcon- 
Ifcted, and having in vain try'd all remedies, he 
lad loft all hopes of her cure, when John Mmeo 
tame to him, and promis'd him tocure his daughter 
|pon condition he would give him five hundred 
Rorins tobuy a place at Peretola. 
^dejfir yimfirogioacceptedofthe offer, and John Hat* 
If o, having firft caus'd certain Mafles to be faid, and 
■tocrform'd his other ceremonies to fet off 3 and adorn 
Ihe bufinefs, he drew clofe to the young maidens 
W, and faid : Roderigo, 1 am come to find thee out, 
ttop'^tthee in mind of thy promife. To whom Ro* 
dcrigo anfwer'd ; lam contented, but this is not 
enough to make thee a rich man ; and therefore as 
* foon as I depart hence I will enter into the daugh- 
ter of Charles king of tiaples, and will nera: ltir 
thence without thee. I will make thee have a bar- 
l gain to thy hearts defire,and thence-forth thou fhalt 
, give me no more trouble : he had no fooner wlnf* 
per'd this, but he left her to the great joy, and 
admiration of all Florence. 
- Not long after, it was divulg'd thro' all Italy 
\ how the daughter of King Charles was p:>fleft,and, 
; finding no cure from able Fryars, the king at length 
. had advice of John Matteo, and immediately fent 
for him to Florence, who being arriv'd at Napes, af- 
ter 



yt fome feign'd ceremonies, cur'd her: But ft 
dfnfo before he went off told him ; thou feel 
johnMvtgg I have made good my pro mile of in 
nching thee, and therefore having difcharg'dtS 
debt of obligation, I am now no farther indebta 
*t all: wherefore be pleas'd to come no morein ! 
to my prefence, for if thou doeft, as I have hi 

■ru- i° ne thee S 00 ^ 1 wi;i hcreafrcr do the 
imlchicf. John Mmeo being return'd to FLrm 

r Cr J i 1Ch ' for he hac * S ot DeCter tnan fift y thou 
land ducats, from the king, he intended to enjo' 
that wealth peaceably, not believing however tin' 
Roderigo would offer to do him any harm. 

But this defign was fuddenly interrpted by, ' 
report -that came, how a daughter of Lewis th 
Jeventh king of France was alfo poflefl with a de 
™i which News totally difconcertedy /;«^ff« 
mind, reflecting on the power of that prince, ?ni 
M the words that Foderigo had faid to him. Tb 
King then ^finding no remedy for his daughter^ 

1 fi"* r thC Virtue > t,iat was in J ohn Mat "< 
iic hrlt fent a common meflenger to defire him ti 
come, but he pretending fome indifpolition, tlr 

,,^ W i s , forc ' d to a PP J y to the Regency, who com 
pell'd John Matteo to obej. 

He went to p a >is very difconfolate, and fitf 
remonftrated to the king, that indeed he had fon» 
thing whieh had formerly caft out a devil or two 
but he could not therefore tell how to caft mi 
all, efpecially becaufe there are fome of fo prevcrfi 
a nature, that they fear neither threatniiigs, noi 
charms, nor any religion \ yet he would do hi 1 
endeavours, but if they fhould fail he beg'd hisMa- 
jefties pardon and mercy, whereto the king re- 
ply 'd in a paflion, that if he did not cure her, \ 
svould hang him. John Mattct was in gteat 81 
■ ~"" r • - ' fliftion 
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fliftion-, but taking heart he camM thepofleft pa- 
tient to be brought to him, and laying his mouth 
to her ear, recommended himfelf in the moft hum- 
ble and fubmiflive manner to Eoderigo, reminding 
him of the good office he had done him, and ho w 
ungrateful it would be in him to abandon him in 
that neceflky. To which Eoderige reply'd } What 
Sirrah, thon treacherous rafcal, haft thou the im- 
pudence to come before me ? dofc thou think thou 
flidt be able to boaft that thou art inrich'd by 
by my means * I will let thee and every body fee, 
that I can give and take away every thing at plea- 
fure, and I will certainly make thee be hang'd what : 
ever comes of it. 

John Mattco finding this would not do, he was 
refolv'd to try his fortune another way, and dif- 
miffing the princefs he faid to the king. Sir, as I 
have told you there are feveral Spirits of fo 
malignant a kind, that there is no good to be done 
with them, and this is one of that fort : But 
notwithftanding I will make one experiment more, 
which if it fuccceds, your Ma jelly and I fhall have 
our intent ; and if it does not, 1 fhall be in your 
power, and hope you will do by me as my inno- 
cence deferves. Pray, let there be a theatre made 
on the Place of Notndame fo large as to hold 
all your Barons and clergy of this City v caufe it 
to be hung with cloth of gold Arras,land let there 
bean Altar rais'd in the midil thereof, and on Sun- 
day morning next thou with all thy Princes and 
Barons and the Clergy, in royal pomp, and rich 
robes, aflemble your felvcs upon it, where, a folemn 
Mafs being firft celebrated, thou (halt fend for the 
pofTcft. BeOdesall this on one fide of the place I 
r will have at leaft twenty perfons with Trumpets, 
! clarion^drums, bagpipes, cymbals, bautboy^sd o- 

the* 
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ther load mftruments that (upon my holding up myj 
hat) fhall found and rattle all at once, and advaflcf 
towards the theater: which things, together with 
fomc certain fecret remedies, will, 1 believe, drive 
away this Spirit. 

All was immediately ordered by the king, and 
Sunday morning being come, and the Scaffold filflj 
with princes and men of Quality ,and the place with 
the common People, after celebration of the Mad 
the pofleft Lady came forth, conduced up to the 
theater between two bifhops, and a great many 
lords. When Roderigo faw fuch a multitude -tor 
gether,and fuch mighty preparations, he was ama2.il 
and faid to himfelt ; what does this fcoundr% 
Bumpkin intend to do l does he think to frit™ 
me with all this Tintamar t does not he knoil 
that I am us'd to fee all the pomps of heaven, an! 
all the furies of hell ? I will chaftize him by al| 
means. And John Afattco drawing near, praying 
him to come forth, Rodcrigo faid to him : Oh thou 
art a merry fellow, what do'ft thou intend to do 
with all this preparation of thine f thinkeft thoa 
to fcape my power and the wrath of the King! 
pitiful fcoundrel, I will have thee hang'd right or 
wrong. 

Thus, one renewing his intreaties, and the o- 
ther his ill language, John Matteo did not think 
fit to lofc any more time, and making the figii 
with his hat, all they who were appointed to 
make the noife, began to rattle and drum and 
found with fuch a din as reacht the skyes; 
marching forward toward the theater : at whicS 
noife and buf le Rodcrigo prickt up his eares,and not 
knowing what it was, and being very much afto 
niflit, quite confounded he ask'd John Mttnovibi 
was the matter, to whom John MmtQ iu the greatt 

furpriK 
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flirpiae faid-, oh my dear Roderigo, yonder is 
your wife coming to look for you. It was a won- 
derful thing to fee what perplexity of mind Rodc~ 
rlgo was in at hearing the name of wife, fo great, 
that not flaying to refleft whether it was reafon- 
able or poflible it Ihou Id be {he, without replying 
a word, frighted he fled, and left the young lady 
free, choofing rather to go back to hell infhntly 
to render an account of his actions, than fubjeft 
Iiimfelf again to all the vexations, disturbances and 
dangers of the matrimonial yoke. And fo Belfagor 
being returned to hell, made oath in f ill Court of 
the evils that a wife brings with her into a family, 
and John M^ttto^ who was too cunning for the 
devil in his own way retwn'd home jocund to his 
houfc. 
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